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A Refusal  to  Cooperate  with  War 


Women  Against  Nuclear  Power  March,  Copenhagen,  1980 


Nordic  Women  for  Peace 

At  the  opening  session  of  the  World  Conference  of  the  United  Nations  Decade  for  Women  in  Copenhagen, 
Denmark,  July  14,  1980,  a group  of  Nordic  Women  for  Peace  presented  to  U.S.  Secretary -General  Waldheim 
the  signatures  of  over  500,000  Nordic  women  in  support  of  the  following  statement: 

“Scandinavian  women  say 
Stop!  We  have  had  enough! 

We  are  driven  to  despair  by  the  way  things  are  going. 

It  is  becoming  clearer  and  clearer  that  women  all  over 
the  world  have  the  same  thought  and  the  same  fear: 

Is  there  any  future  for  our  children? 

Together  with  women  over  the  whole  world  we  will  turn  our 
impotence  into  strength. 

We,  the  undersigned  women  in  northern  countries,  will  no 
longer  silently  accept  the  great  powers’  struggle  for 
superiority.  All  acts  of  aggression  must  be  stopped 
immediately,  and  negotiations  for  disarmament  must  be 
resumed  at  once  and  lead  to  action. 

We  demand: 

Disarmament  for  lasting  world  peace! 

The  millions  spent  on  weapons  to  be  used  for  providing 
food! 

NO  to  war! 
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“What  Is  This  Non-Violent  Method  That  We 
Suggest  Offers  New  Hope?” 

In  the  midst  of  a doomsday  scenario  - war  over 
oil  in  the  Middle  East,  a United  States  Presidential 
Directive  for  First  Strike  Nuclear  Capability,  the 
powers  of  governments  and  Big  Business  pressing 
for  acceptance  of  the  hard  energy  path,  and  the  in- 
creased militarization  of  our  lives  — Friends  and  all 
those  who  cherish  life  are  saying  NO  all  over  the 
world. 

Some  of  that  NO-SAYING  awaits  your  reading 
in  this  issue.  It  has  originated  in  many  places  and 
involves  thousands  of  people:  Nordic  Women  for 
Peace  from  the  World  Conference  of  the  U.N.  De- 
cade for  Women  (reported  by  Friend  Sue  Brune), 
Friends  from  our  three  western  Yearly  Meetings  — 
Intermountain,  North  Pacific  and  Pacific.  We  are 
writing  our  histories,  as  Madge  Seaver  reminds  us 
that  we  must  (“Tripping  Over  Words  and  Rewriting 
History”).  We  are  also  being  confronted  with  the 
necessity  of  making  difficult  choices. 

These  are  positive  NOES  to  negative  YESES.  What 
underlies  them?  Speak  Truth  to  Power  (published 
by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee) 
answers: 

What  is  this  non-violent  method  that  we 
suggest  offers  new  hope?  Its  simplest  and 
most  obvious  statement  is  found  in  the 
religious  literature  of  many  faiths,  most 
familiarly  to  Christians  in  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  At  its  heart,  it  is  the  effort 
to  maintain  unity  among  men.  It  seeks  to 
knit  the  break  in  the  sense  of  community 
whose  fracture  is  both  a cause  and  a result 
of  human  conflict.  It  relies  upon  love  rather 
than  hate,  and  though  it  involves  a willing- 
ness to  accept  rather  than  inflict  suffering, 
it  is  neither  passive  nor  cowardly.  It 
offers  a way  of  meeting  evil  without  re- 
lying on  the  ability  to  cause  pain  to  the 
human  being  through  whom  evil  is  ex- 
pressed. It  seeks  to  change  the  attitude  of 
the  opponent  rather  than  to  force  his  sub- 
mission through  violence.  It  is,  in  short,  the 
practical  effort  to  overcome  evil  with  good.  . . 

It  takes  faith  for  an  individual  to  live 
this  way  — faith  in  the  “impossible”  ideal 
of  a world  community.  We  can  expect  some 
to  scoff  at  this  kind  of  personal  commitment, 
on  the  grounds  that  it  has  no  practical,  poli- 
tical relevance  to  the  world  of  today.  We 
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respond  to  this  skepticism  by  recalling  the 
history  of  Thomas  Garrett,  a Delaware  Qua- 
ker who  dared  to  practice  brotherhood  in  a 
world  of  slavery.  Hauled  into  court  and  so 
heavily  fined  for  his  activity  in  the  under- 
ground railway  that  he  was  left  financially 
ruined,  Garrett  stood  before  the  Court  and 
uttered  these  words,  “Judge,  thou  hast  left 
me  not  a dollar,  but  I wish  to  say  to  thee  and 
to  all  in  this  courtroom  that  if  any  one  knows 
a fugitive  who  wants  a shelter  and  a friend, 
send  him  to  Thomas  Garrett  and  he  will 
befriend  him.” 

Shirley  Ruth 


Saying  “NO!”  — A Statement  of 
Non-Cooperation  with  Registration 

Eleanor  Foster,  Clerk,  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

There  is  no  mistake.  Registration  is  a part  of  the 
quiet,  encompassing,  intentional  militarization  of 
our  country.  This  present  registration  has  been  ini- 
tiated to  serve  as  a menacing  gesture  in  the  Middle 
East.  It  is  a part  of  the  militarism  which  uses  threat 
and  subversion  to  try  to  dominate  the  world,  a mili- 
tarism that  maimed  and  killed  senselessly  in  Vietnam, 
that  would  thoughtlessly  gamble  the  lives  of  our 
young  people  for  the  sake  of  a vastly  disproportion- 
ate share  of  the  world’s  oil.  Such  militarism  impa- 
tiently calls  on  violence  and  the  threat  of  violence, 
and  eschews  the  slow  creative  human  genius  which 
alone  can  work  out  international  problems.  The 
ultimate  insanity  it  offers  is  nuclear  holocaust. 

We  must  not  cooperate  with  this  evil.  Somewhere, 
sometime,  our  people  must  start  taking  a stand 
against  this  terrible  abuse  of  government.  But  pay 
attention.  The  time  could  be  slipping  away  from 
us.  Indeed , now  may  be  our  best  and  only  time. 

The  demand  for  registration  has  made  the  intrusion 
of  the  military  into  our  lives  personal  and  immed- 
iate. The  decision,  for  once,  becomes  ours.  We 
have  the  answer.  Our  “no”  must  be  profound  and 
constant,  as  determined  and  sure  of  its  vision  as  the 
military  is  of  theirs.  A clear  and  determined  peo- 
ple are  indomitable. 

But  am  I asking  others,  young  men,  and  eventu- 
ally probably  young  women,  to  put  their  lives  on 


the  altar  of  prison  for  the  sake  of  that  “no?”  Yes, 

I am  inviting  all  people  to  say  “no,”  and  with  com- 
passion and  pain  I know  that  will  mean  prison  for 
some,  and  that  it  will  fall  most  heavily  on  our  young. 
I will  not  ask  this  without  being  willing  to  accept 
the  same  penalty  for  myself.  I will  actively  encour- 
age non-cooperation  with  the  Selective  Service  Law, 
and  in  that  advocacy  make  myself  liable  for  the 
same  full  penalty  of  years  in  prison  and  a heavy 
fine.  I will  not  try  to  dodge  the  penalty,  nor  will  I 
accept  fine  in  lieu  of  prison,  believing  that  I have 
no  right  to  a privilege  not  available  to  all. 

Nor  do  I look  on  prison  as  an  altar  to  be  shunned. 
Prison,  for  all  its  dread  and  debasement,  is  a place 
to  serve,  and  it  may  also  be  the  final  cost  many  of 
us  will  have  to  pay  to  turn  the  country  around.  I 
did  not  grow  up  in  a Christian  tradition  without 
learning  that  ultimately  there  is  a cross  that  must 
be  borne  if  love  is  to  prevail.  We  cannot  earn  peace 
without  a cost.  — And  if  we  do  not  succeed,  it  is 
still  far  better  to  accept  prison  than  to  lose  our  hu- 
man souls  in  a system  that  carries  destruction  and 
hatred  at  its  very  center. 

The  step  is  grave.  It  is  as  grave  as  the  ruin  which 
threatens  our  civilization.  But  my  life  leads  directly 
to  it.  I have  worked  with  young  children  and  come 
to  know  deeply  the  preciousness  of  human  life;  I 
have  worked  with  the  refugees  and  the  poor  to 
know  the  suffering  and  injustice  we  inflict  on  each 
other  and  the  dignity  of  the  human  spirit  which 
maintains  itself  through  it  all;  I have  counselled 
young  people  to  see  the  promise  and  vision  of  a 
new  world  rich  in  human  talent;  most  importantly, 
in  my  own  life  I have  sat  in  stillness  to  feel  the 
power  of  Love  to  bind  all  human  beings  together 
as  Children  of  God.  For  that  binding  no  price  is 
too  great.  I invite  others  to  join  me  in  finding  the 
way. 

July  21,  1980 

Santa  Cruz,  California 
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The  Draft  System  Must  Be  Shut  Down 

by  Tony  Umile,  Boulder  Meeting 

At  Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting  there  was  con- 
siderable discussion  in  groups  and  in  one  plenary 
session  of  impending  draft  registration.  Friends 
expressed  concern  that  counseling  programs  be 
quickly  set  up,  especially  in  the  smaller  and  fairly 
isolated  Monthly  Meetings  and  Worship  Groups. 
Counselors  had  to  be  found,  information  dissemi- 
nated, etc.  In  good  Quaker  fashion  Friends  rose  to 
the  occasion.  The  Yearly  Meeting  expressed  consi- 
derable concern  and  support  for  those  who  were 
about  to  decide  what  to  do  regarding  the  draft  and 
for  those  who  wished  to  assist  tnem.  Clear  plans 
for  action  were  developed. 

I am  in  great  sympathy  with  these  concerns.  How- 
ever, 1 think  these  programs  will  not  reach  those  who 
who  are  in  most  need.  Regardless  of  what  decision 
a young  Friend  may  make,  I suspect  s/he  probably 
will  be  as  well  informed  as  one  can  expect.  I am 
afraid  that  young  non-Friends  will  not  be  so  well 
grounded. 

Since  my  concern  is  the  result  of  my  personal  ex- 
perience, it  may  help  for  me  to  describe  it.  When  I 
graduated  in  1955, 1 had  never  heard  of  a conscien- 
tious objector;  at  least  if  I had,  it  had  not  registered 
in  my  memory.  Probably  something  a cousin  said 
was  the  most  I had  heard.  I recall  him  describing 
the  harrassment  some  men  received  in  the  Marine 
boot  camp  he  was  in.  Looking  back  I suspect  these 
were  men  classified  1-A-O.  I did  not  object  to  the 
military.  At  18  I registered;  I assumed  every  male 
did.  If  you  were  drafted  you  went  in.  As  a college 
freshman  I was  in  Navy  ROTC,  wishing  to  join  the 
Marine  Corps. 

It  was  not  until  1960,  during  the  Berlin  crisis,  that 
I started  to  articulate  to  myself  any  opposition. 

That  summer  my  best  friend  was  drafted.  I felt 
that  military  training  might  destroy  my  embryonic 
attempts  to  grow,  to  become  more  open  and  sensi- 
tive toward  others.  I did  not  express  this  in  tradi- 
tional religious  or  moral  terms.  I did  not  know  that 
people  did.  I did  not  consider  whether  it  is  immoral 
to  kill  as  a soldier,  but  focused  only  on  my  personal 
growth.  I kept  these  thoughts  to  myself.  I did  not 
know  anyone  who  shared  them.  I quickly  went 
back  to  college  and  upon  receiving  a student  defer- 
ment stopped  thinking  about  it. 

I think  my  experience  was  typical  for  working 
class  males  of  1955.  Admittedly  many  more  peo- 
ple are  now  questioning  the  military  as  a result  of 
the  Indochina  War.  I am  sure  more  people  have 


heard  about  conscientious  objection  and  draft  resis- 
tance. However,  I think  there  are  still  many  who 
think  as  I did.  Many  young  people  now,  as  then, 
have  more  concrete  and  pressing  concerns:  dating, 
parent-child  relations,  jobs,  cars,  etc.  They  spend 
little  time  or  energy  on  abstract  concepts  such  as 
war  and  morality.  Sure,  we  have  all  been  trained 
that  it  is  wrong  to  kill,  but  so  many  friends  and  re- 
latives have  been  in  the  military  that  it  is  assumed 
part  of  the  natural  course  of  events.  They  do  not 
equate  military  training  with  killing.  The  working 
class  milieu  is  not  one  to  encourage  introspection, 
abstract  thinking  or  theological  discussions.  They 
probably  do  not  personally  know  anyone  who  has 
taken  a CO  position.  Given  the  emphasis  on  a ma- 
cho image,  even  if  they  could  articulate  a CO  posi- 
tion, they  probably  would  not  let  their  friends 
know  it,  lest  they  be  ostracized. 

Suddenly  each  is  confronted  with  the  draft, 
either  registration  or  induction.  Assuming  s/he 
thinks  there  is  something  wrong  with  being  a part 
of  the  military  and  assuming  s/he  can  express  this 
verbally,  s/he  still  faces  three  difficult  hurdles.  S/he 
has  no  history  of  CO  type  behavior.  As  anyone 
who  did  draft  counseling  recalls,  much  was  made 
of  “proving”  that  indeed  the  person  was  a CO  and 
not  merely  a “draft  dodger.”  My  impression  is  that 
working  class  people  seldom  put  their  thoughts  in 
writing  and  are  also  apprehensive  of  forms.  At  least 
this  is  true  of  my  relatives.  The  Selective  Service 
required  that  you  write  down  your  beliefs  on  a 
form.  Finally,  there  is  considerable  apprehension 
of  bureaucracies.  Experiences,  including  the  school 
system,  have  tended  to  be  negative.  Whereas  mid- 
dle class  children  tend  to  learn  how  to  manipulate 
“the  system,”  working  class  children  learn  to  avoid 
contact  with  it  as  much  as  possible.  Unfortunately, 
the  Selective  Service  System  was  not  easily  avoided. 

During  the  Indochina  War  many  men  faced  this 
dilemma.  Some  maimed  themselves,  others  fled  to 
Canada  and  others,  if  drafted,  went  AWOL.  I sus- 
pect there  were  very  few  non-college  students  who 
applied  for  CO  status.  Traditional  counseling  did 
not  reach  them  in  1970  and  will  not  reach  them  in 
1980. 

I think  there  is  only  one  way  to  help  them.  We 
must  eliminate  the  dilemma.  We  must  eliminate 
the  need  to  make  choices  they  have  not  been  train- 
ed to  make.  We  must  do  everything  we  can  to  pre- 
vent a draft.  The  system  must  be  shut  down.  We 
must  courageously  take  a stand  and  engage  in  civil 
disobedience. 
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A Refusal  to  Cooperate  with  War 

We  express  our  love  for  God  and  all  the  peoples  of  this  earth.  A vital  act  of  this  love  is  to  refuse  cooper- 
ation with  registration  for  the  draft  and  payment  of  our  tax  money  for  war.  We  testify  against  rendering 
unto  Caesar  that  which  is  God’s.  We,  the  individuals  who  serve  on  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Peace  Com- 
mittee, join  with  those  Friends  who  refuse  to  cooperate  with  war  taxes  and  registration.  As  a result  of 
this  call,  we  have  chosen  to  protest  war  taxes,  some  refusing  at  least  a “Token  Ten”  dollars. 

Friend  — what  canst  thou  say? 

Lonnie  Valentine  Betsy  Eberhart  Gladis  Innerst  Mike  Turner 

Ellen  Lyon  Duane  Magill  Franklin  Zahn  Ed  Flowers  Bonnie  Wells 


The  above  statement,  written  by  the  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  Peace  Committee  and  others  came  with  labor 
over  several  minutes  on  conscription  and  peace  from 
monthly  meetings  as  well  as  Friends  General  Confer- 
ence July  4,  1980  minute,  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meet- 
ing’s statement  and  Sarasota  Monthly  Meeting’s 
Statement  of  Peace.  The  intent  was  a minute  of 
action  in  which  our  Peace  Testimony  would  be  not 
just  words  but  applied  to  our  lives  in  1980. 

Two  suggestions  came  out  of  a subsequent  thresh- 
ing session:  1)  that  the  statement  be  made  available 
for  others  to  sign  and  2)  that  the  Peace  Committee 
be  available  to  labor  with  monthly  meetings  on  this 
statement. 

All  monthly  meetings  have  previously  received 
Franklin  Zahn’s  “War  Taxes-Minus  a Token  Ten” 
of  August  1979  which  develops  the  idea  and  makes 


suggestions  on  alternative  use  of  the  token  ten  dol- 
lars. In  essence,  withholding  $10.00  in  objection  to 
the  federal  government’s  use  of  our  tax  money  for 
war  is  similar  to  withholding  the  U.S.  Tax  from 
telephone  bills  which  was  done  during  the  Vietnam 
War. 

I am  raising  the  question  within  monthly  meet- 
ings and  among  Peace  Committee  members  whether 
PYM  Peace  Committee  should  sponsor  a weekend 
conference  at  Quaker  Center.  Your  suggestions 
and/or  responses  would  be  appreciated. 

Also,  I hope  that  monthly  meetings,  meanwhile, 
are  taking  advantage  of  Lonnie  Valentine’s  availa- 
bility to  provide  workshops  on  War  Tax  Objection. 

In  peace  and  love, 

Ellen  Lyon,  Clerk 

PYM  Peace  Committee 


War  Tax  Objection 

by  Lonnie  Valentine,  Orange  County  Meeting 

How  can  we  who  are  above  the  draft  age  support 
Friends  faced  with  registration?  In  Our  Peace 
Testimony  it  says: 

Our  witness  to  the  way  of  peace  requires 
that  we  refuse  military  service  of  any  kind, 
and  challenges  us  to  consider  whether  we 
can  in  any  way  submit  to  that  involuntary 
servitude  which  is  conscription.  Friends 
should  work  to  abolish  state  conscription  — 
whether  for  military  or  other  purposes  — 
and  should  refuse  personally  to  cooperate 
with  the  draft. 

Since  many  of  us  do  not  have  this  opportunity  to 
refuse  to  register  for  the  draft,  we  must  look  to 


those  other  ways  in  which  we  can  refuse  coopera- 
tion with  the  draft. 

One  way  is  refusing  registration  of  our  money  for 
war  through  the  taxation  system.  When  we  willingly 
submit  a tax  form,  we  are  supporting  registration  for 
the  draft;  when  we  willingly  pay  taxes  of  which 
over  half  is  used  for  war,  we  are  supporting  registra- 
tion for  the  draft.  When  we  do  these  things,  we  are 
withdrawing  support  from  Friends  who  are  refusing 
to  register  for  the  draft.  Therefore,  one  unequivocal 
way  we  who  are  above  draft  age  can  support  Friends 
resisting  the  draft  is  to  resist  payment  of  those  taxes 
which,  in  part,  go  for  registration  and  conscription. 

If  we  recognize  our  “involvement  in  militarism 
through  the  payment  of  taxes  used  for  military  pur- 
poses” but  do  not  act  to  end  such  involvement,  then 
are  we  not  hypocritical  to  tell  Friends  faced  with 

(Continued  on  page  46) 
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registration  to  refuse  military  service?  If  draft  age 
Friends  take  the  Peace  Testimony  to  heart  and  re- 
fuse to  cooperate  with  the  draft,  then  is  it  not  time 
that  we  who  are  no  longer  of  that  age  refuse  to  co- 
operate with  the  drafting  of  our  money  for  war? 

Perhaps  our  Peace  Testimony  states  what  we  be- 
lieve too  rigidly  when  it  calls  on  Friends  to  refuse 
cooperation  with  the  draft.  Perhaps,  however,  the 
testimony  does  not  state  what  we  believe  with  re- 
gard to  the  payment  of  war  taxes  strongly  enough. 
If  we  agree  that  we  should  refuse  cooperation  with 
the  draft,  then  it  is  time  we  should  refuse  coopera- 
tion with  war  taxes. 


College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  Minute 
of  Support  for  Non-Registrants  and  War 
Tax  Refusers 

In  these  times  of  draft  registration  and  military 
buildup,  many  persons  may  be  led  to  actions  in  har- 
mony with  the  Quaker  Peace  Testimony.  College 
Park  Quarterly  Meeting  supports  those  who  feel 
spiritually  led,  for  reasons  of  conscience,  to  per- 
form such  actions,  including  non-registration  for 
the  draft  and  war  tax  refusal. 

October  19,  1980 

Benediction 

by  Eric  Sabelman,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

May  your  feet  walk  lightly  on  the  Earth,  feeling 
your  weight 

as  though  trod  upon  as  well  as  treading. 

May  your  hands  have  the  strength  to  do  what  is 
needed. 

May  your  mouth  speak  words  of  truth  and  kindness 
and  simplicity. 

May  your  eyes  look  into  the  eyes  of  others  and  see 
by  the  Light  therein. 

May  your  mind  know  the  problems  it  must  deal 
with  and  not  be 
troubled  by  them. 

May  your  soul  know  the  ties  that  bind  it  to  all 
other  souls, 
and  rejoice. 

Go  in  peace. 


Washington  D.C.  Is  FWCC  Annual 
Meeting  Site 

The  Section  of  tne  Americas,  Friends  World 
Committee  for  Consultation,  will  hold  its  Annual 
Meeting  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  November  21-22, 
1980.  Arrangements  for  the  meeting  have  been 
made  in  cooperation  with  Friends  Meeting  of  Wash- 
ington, 2111  Florida  Avenue.  The  Florida  Avenue 
Meeting  will  be  host  to  representatives  from  yearly 
meetings  across  the  U.S.A.  and  from  Canada, 

Mexico  and  the  Caribbean  area.  This  occasion  will 
be  part  of  the  observance  of  its  50th  Anniversary 
by  Friends  Meeting  of  Washington. 

Special  guests  expected  to  attend  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing include  Joseph  Haughton  of  Dublin,  Ireland, 
Chairman  of  the  world-wide  Friends  World  Com- 
mittee for  Consultation;  Denis  Barritt,  Friend  from 
Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  an  expert  in  human  rela- 
tions who  has  special  knowledge  of  peoples  and 
problems  of  Ireland;  and  Loida  Fernandez  of 
Mexico  City,  FWCC’s  Associate  Secretary  working 
with  the  Organizing  Committee  of  Latin  American 
Friends.  Denis  Barritt  and  Loida  Fernandez  have 
been  invited  as  speakers  for  the  public  session  on 
the  Saturday  evening. 


Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation: 
New  Executive  Secretary 

Gordon  M.  Browne,  Jr.,  will  become  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Section  of  the  Americas,  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation,  on  January  1 , 
1980. 

Gordon  has  been  teaching  English  for  20  years 
at  Cape  Cod  Community  College.  He  and  his  wife 
Edith  live  in  Cotuit,  Massachusetts  and  have  six 
children  and  five  grandchildren.  He  has  carried  a 
number  of  Quaker  responsibilities,  including  serving 
as  Clerk  of  New  England  Yearly  Meeting. 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


NOVEMBER,  1980  - PAGE  47 


Tripping  Over  Words  and  Rewriting  History 

by  Madge  Seaver,  San  Francisco  Meeting 

The  Friend  of  August  1,  1980,  contains  an  arti- 
cle by  Omerod  Greenwood  called  “Tripping  Over 
Words.”  I recommend  it  to  readers  of  Friends 
Bulletin.  The  article  begins  with  a reference  to  a 
recent  Quaker  conference  in  North  America  from 
which  some  women  Friends  walked  out  in  protest 
when  members  spontaneously  sang  Whittier’s  hymn, 
“Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Mankind.”  Omerod 
Greewood  comments  on  both  the  act  of  leaving  the 
meeting  and  also  on  contemporary  efforts  to  rewrite 
Whittier’s  hymns  and  other  literature  in  order  to 
remove  such  words  reflecting  male  bias  as  “Lord,” 
“Fatner,”  and  “mankind.”  He  suggests  that  such 
revision  shows  disrespect  for  Whittier’s  “vision, 
embedded  in  his  personality  and  his  epoch”  similar 
to  a disrespectful  handling  of  the  sacred  objects  of 
Australian  aborigines  which  “must  be  hallowed  for 
what  they  meant  to  other  men.” 

Greenwood  concludes:  “In  my  young  tempes- 
tuous days  I heard  many  things  in  the  Friends 
meeting  that  I disliked  and  some  that  seemed  to 
me  quite  false,  and  I felt  the  need  to  answer  them. 

I was  taught,  and  I believe  correctly,  that  to  insist 
on  answering  there  and  then  would  be  to  destroy 
the  Meeting;  and  that  we  all  sit  under  the  baptising 
power  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  which  is  its  own  wit- 
ness. We  sit  in  silence  so  as  not  to  trip  over  words; 
and  we  trust  the  good  in  each  other  which  is  from 
God,  so  that  we  may  be  kept  from  the  evil.” 

I should  like  to  add  my  own  view  that  rewriting 
the  poems  which  have  been  set  to  music  as  hymns 
or  any  literary  works  is  reminiscent  of  rewriting  his- 
tory. As  Stalin’s  order  that  all  Soviet  accounts  of 
the  1917  Russian  Revolution  should  contain  no  re- 
ference to  Trotsky  suggested  that  no  such  person 
ever  existed,  rewriting  Whittier  suggests  that  in 
1872  an  American  poet  shared  the  sensibilities  of 
feminists  of  a period  one  hundred  years  later.  The 
words  of  the  hymns  we  write  today  reflect  our  own 
attitudes.  These  attitudes  expressed  in  these  hymns 
literally  cannot  be  changed  by  our  descendants  who 
will,  in  turn,  have  their  own  points  of  view  inevitably 
different  from  ours;  the  words  reflective  of  our 
attitudes  should  be  regarded  and  respected  as  part 
of  history. 

What  will  we  do  with  the  old  hymnals  once  we 
have  revised  them?  The  logical  step  would  be  to 
put  them  into  locked  cases  (I  assume  we  would  not 
destroy  them)  for  the  eyes  of  scholars  only.  We 
would  not  wish  to  take  the  risk  that  the  common 


reader  or  singer  might  understand  and  respect  the 
point  of  view  of  our  ancestors. 

Now  that  we  are  engaged  in  rewriting  our  Faith 
and  Practice , those  sections  dealing  with  practices 
and  procedures  will  properly  be  rewritten  in  cur- 
rent words  and  according  to  current  changes  which 
have  developed  since  the  last  edition.  I trust  we 
shall  not  tamper  with  Part  II,  The  Quaker  Faith , 
consisting  of  signed  and  dated  statements,  however 
we  deal  with  other  parts.  Moreover,  all  earlier  edi- 
tions should  be  kept  intact  in  our  archives.  These 
are  sources  of  our  history. 


Letters 

Dear  Editor: 

Withholding  of  war  taxes  has  been  a traditional 
form  of  Quaker  disobedience.  How  effective  has 
it  been?  Armament  and  wars  go  on  and  the  Govern- 
ment obtains  its  “due”  one  way  or  another,  often 
through  rather  unpleasant  means.  But  a statement 
of  conscience  has  been  made. 

What  if  we  used  a different  approach?  Pay  the 
tax  and  pay  an  equal  amount  in  addition,  stipulating 
for  which  non-military  purpose  it  is  to  be  used. 
Supposing  Friends  throughout  the  United  States 
could  unite  on  a cause  and  then  take  a stand  that 
these  extra  funds  be  used  as  stipulated.  It  would 
be  legal,  it  would  be  a statement  of  conscience, 
wars  and  armament  would  continue;  but  the  mes- 
sage might  be  loud  and  clear  and  perhaps  more  ef- 
fective. The  fund  could  be  called  “The  Better  Use 
of  Government”  Fund  or  “BUG”  Fund  for  short. 

I wonder  what  Friends  would  think  of  this. 

In  love, 

Walter  Klein 

8420  Apt.  E Via  Mallorca 
La  Jolla,  CA  92037 

Dear  Friends, 

Fairbanks  Friends  are  active  and  well.  Niilo 
Koponen  is  running  for  the  Alaskan  State  House  of 
Representatives  and  has  a chance  of  making  it. 

We  were  active  publicly  during  the  registration 
for  the  draft. 

The  Meeting  House  in  Wassilla  had  a successful 
work  party  at  our  Yearly  Meeting,  July  13  weekend.  . . 

Will  try  to  send  you  more  news  of  Alaskan  Friends 
later  this  fall. 


Jennivieve  Westwick 
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World  Conference  of  the  United  Nations 
Decade  for  Women  Forum 

by  Sue  Brune,  La  Jolla  Meeting 

Remember  International  Women’s  Year?  That 
was  back  in  1975,  proclaimed  by  the  United  Nations. 
A World  Conference  in  Mexico  City  drafted  a World 
Plan  of  Action  to  improve  the  condition  of  women 
everywhere.  The  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
then  called  for  implementation  of  the  plan  during 
1976-1985,  and  proclaimed  the  “United  Nations 
Decade  for  Women:  Equality,  Development  and 
Peace.” 

In  1980,  at  the  midpoint  of  the  decade,  the  United 
Nations  held  another  world  conference  on  women, 
in  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  July  14-30.  As  in  Mexico 
City,  a variety  of  women’s  events,  including  a Forum 
sponsored  by  non-governmental  organizations,  were 
held  simultaneously. 

Eight  thousand  participants  of  the  Forum  came 
from  187  countries  to  gather  for  the  10-day  period. 
There  were  approximately  175  workshops,  seminars 
and  plenaries  to  choose  from  daily  in  comparison 
to  the  200  for  the  entire  2-week  period  in  Mexico 
City. 

The  Forum  was  officially  sponsored  by  40  non- 
governmental organizations  (NGOs)  such  as  World 
YWCA,  the  Afro-American  People’s  Solidarity  Or- 
ganization, International  Planned  Parenthood,  World 
Association  of  Girl  Guides  and  Girl  Scouts,  Friends 
World  Committee  on  Consultation  and  Women’s 
International  League  for  Peace  and  Freedom.  Since 
most  of  the  pressure  for  women’s  rights  historically 
has  come  from  outside  of  governments,  and  policy 
is  often  determined  in  response  to  the  climate  and 
pressure  created  by  popular  movements  and  NGOs, 
the  issues  and  strategies  discussed  in  the  Forum  re- 


vealed more  about  the  directions  of  women’s  devel- 
opment internationally  than  the  governmental  con- 
ference. The  Forum  also  gave  women’s  organiza- 
tions a chance  to  get  the  attention  of  the  United 
Nations  Conference,  an  opportunity  for  interna- 
tional exchange  and  communications  networking, 
and  exposure  to  the  broad  concerns  of  women. 

The  Forum’s  program  gave  special  attention  to 
the  mandates  of  the  call  of  the  United  Nations  De- 
cade — equality,  development  and  peace  — as  well 
as  to  the  three  themes  of  health,  education  and  em- 
ployment. Additional  topics  focused  on  racism  and 
sexism,  and  refugees  and  migrants.  Workshops  in- 
corporated a wide  range  of  women’s  concerns  — 
from  violence  against  women  to  multinational  cor- 
porations (AFSC)  and  from  lesbianism  to  literacy 
(Girl  Scouts).  Other  topics  included:  women  in 
development,  women  in  minority  groups,  women 
in  religion,  and  women  for  peace. 

Formal  panels  were  organized  but  much  of  the 
activity  took  place  in  workshops,  seminars  and  in- 
formal gatherings.  Emphasis  was  given  to  topics 
of  concern  in  more  than  one  country  and  to  the  par- 
ticipation of  women  in  Third  World  countries. 

There  were  informal,  open-ended  programs  of 
events,  displays,  and  performances  coordinated  by 
the  International  Women’s  Tribune  Center,  a New 
York  City-based  information  and  resource  center 
which  was  organized  as  a follow-up  to  the  IWY 
Tribune  in  Mexico  City. 

The  Forum  provided  the  occasion  for  global  con- 
sciousness-raising and  even  for  the  exertion  of  moral 
force.  The  women  in  Copenhagen  formed  invalu- 
able international  connections. 

I attended  the  Forum  on  a La  Jolla  Monthly 
Meeting  concern  that  peace  issues  be  strongly  repre- 
sented. I participated  in  many  workshops,  interest 

(Continued  on  page  50) 


Sue  Brune,  La  Jolla  Meeting  Sue  Brune,  La  Jolla  Meeting 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


NOVEMBER,  1980  - PAGE  49 


Women  Against  Nuclear  Power  March,  Copenhagen,  1980 


PAGE  50  - NOVEMBER,  1980 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


(World  Conference  for  Women:  Cont.  from  page  48) 

groups  and  panel  meetings  related  to  peace.  One 
of  the  opportunities  I had  was  to  help  write,  with 
Mary  Bates,  a Friend  from  Colorado,  a peace  state- 
ment that  became  the  lead  in  a general  statement 
by  the  Forum  to  the  World  Conference.  The  state- 
ment was  published  in  the  Forum  ’80  Newspaper. 

By  the  end  of  the  Forum  there  was  widespread  re- 
cognition of  the  terrible  negative  effects  of  the  world 
arms  race  on  the  development  of  women. 

The  following  is  a brief  description  of  some  of  the 
issues,  forums,  people,  and  activities  that  most  im- 
pressed me: 

Nordic  Women  for  Peace 

Several  Nordic  women,  sharing  coffee  one  morn- 
ing in  February,  1980,  concluded  that  spending  so 
much  money  on  arms  was  ridiculous  and  that  they 
should  do  something  about  it.  First  they  talked 
about  peace  to  their  families,  relatives,  friends  and 
neighbors.  Then  they  decided  to  ask  people  to  sign 
a simple  statement  demanding  disarmament  for  a 
lasting  world  peace.  Small  groups  began  to  secure 
signatures  and  ask  people  to  join  their  movement. 

By  the  time  of  the  Forum,  less  than  6 months  after 
they  began,  they  had  secured  over  500,000  signa- 
tures to  present  to  General  Secretary  Waldheim  at 
the  opening  session  of  the  Conference. 

Democratic  Women’s  Initiative 

This  initiative  was  started  by  a West-German  group 
of  peace  workers.  I attended  one  of  their  workshops 
at  which  there  were  mostly  Germans,  Swiss  and 
Austrians.  The  discussion  was  primarily  in  German. 
One  of  the  panelists  interpreted  for  me.  The  panel 
gave  a presentation  opposing  the  idea  of  women  join- 
ing the  military  in  general.  A small  group  of  the  at- 
tendees feared  that  if  there  were  no  military,  they 
would  have  no  protection  for  their  families.  This 
led  to  a lively  discussion  of  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
military.  Then  a woman  from  the  Conference,  a 
German  parliamentarian,  joined  the  group.  Many 
statements  were  directed  to  her.  As  time  passed  I 
became  concerned  that  the  opposing  groups  might 
leave  the  room  feeling  they  had  little  in  common. 

I asked  the  panelist  who  was  my  interpreter  to  try 
to  propose  a general  statement  that  the  whole  group 
would  accept.  She  did  this  and  it  was  delightful  to 
see  the  nods  of  approval.  There  were  suggestions 
for  a few  word  changes.  Most  of  the  people  in  the 
room  ended  up  being  of  like  mind,  in  principle 
opposed  to  the  arms  race  and  the  participation  of 
women  in  the  military.  However,  the  representa- 


tive from  the  Conference  remained  committed  to 
conscription  for  women.  The  final  statement  of  the 
group  indicated  agreement  in  opposition  to  the  arms 
race,  but  lack  of  agreement  about  conscription  for 
women. 

Paris  Women’s  Statement 

A representative  from  a women’s  group  in  Paris 
shared  a statement  intended  for  mothers  to  sign  at 
the  time  of  the  birth  of  their  children.  One  copy 
of  the  statement  is  sent  to  the  group’s  headquar- 
ters, the  other  copy  stays  in  the  child’s  babybook 
for  further  reflection.  The  statement  reads:  “From 
the  day  my  child  is  born,  I pledge  myself  to  take  re- 
sponsibility to  fight  against  war,  hunger  and  every- 
thing that  is  against  human  rights,  so  that  giving 
life  is  worthwhile.” 

Women  and  Employment  Workshop 

I found  that  women  of  the  developing  countries 
look  at  work  quite  differently  than  women  from  de- 
veloped countries.  Women  from  Nicaragua,  India, 
and  South  Africa,  for  example,  often  join  together 
so  they  can  share  one  job  and  care  for  their  fami- 
lies at  the  same  time,  one  working  in  the  morning 
and  the  other  in  the  afternoon.  Women  from 
France,  Denmark  and  Belgium  pointed  out  the  ne- 
gative side  of  such  arrangements,  e.g.  keeping  wo- 
men in  stereotyped  roles  with  few  benefits  and  lit- 
tle opportunity  for  advancement. 

Womens’  International  League  for  Peace  and 
Freedom  (WILPF) 

Edith  Ballantyne,  the  Secretary-General  of  WILPF 
International  is  also  the  NGO  Conference  President, 
and  Kay  Camp  who  is  WILPF’s  International  Pres- 
ident presided  over,  facilitated,  and  monitored  the 
peace  panels.  This  will  be  Edith’s  second  year  as 
NGO  President. 

Women  from  WILPF,  although  few  in  numbers, 
were  very  active  holding  workshops  as  well  as  pro- 
viding opportunities  for  women  from  around  the 
world  to  share  information  about  their  situations 
and  thus  advance  world  understanding.  I found 
my  activities  in  facilitating  their  programs  very  re- 
warding. 

World  Association  of  Girl  Guides  and  Girl 
Scouts  (WAGGGS) 

WAGGGS  is  an  international  group  that  has  for 
many  years  worked  toward  better  understanding 
among  women  from  around  the  world.  Since  I am 
active  with  my  13-year  old  daughter  in  scouting,  I 
found  my  contact  with  WAGGGS  women  very  fruit- 
ful. I attended  one  of  their  workshops  focused  on 
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bringing  literacy  programs  to  women  in  underde- 
veloped rural  areas.  Hopefully,  out  of  this  work- 
shop some  of  our  San  Diego  Scouts  will  be  able  to 
assist  with  the  literacy  program  in  South  Africa. 

Elimination  of  Discrimination 

A United  Nations  document,  Elimination  of  All 
Forms  of  Discrimination  Against  Women,  became 
available  for  all  countries  to  sign  at  about  the  time 
of  the  Conference.  It  was  the  focus  of  much  dis- 
cussion at  the  Forum.  60  Nations  have  signed  it, 
including  the  United  States.  It  is  now  waiting  for 
ratification  by  our  Senate.  I encourage  everyone 
to  write  to  their  Senators  urging  ratification. 

Marches  and  demonstrations 

Several  marches  and  demonstrations  were  organ- 
ized spontaneously:  against  nuclear  power,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bolivian  coup,  and  in  support  of  Nor- 
dic Women  for  Peace.  I participated  in  perhaps  the 
most  enthusiastic  march,  which  was  partly  a local 
protest  against  rebuilding  a soyabean  plant  near  the 
university  which  exploded  during  the  Forum,  break- 
ing many  windows  and  causing  a fire  which  nearly 
reached  a large  volume  of  chlorine  gas,  threatening 
a major  part  of  Copenhagen.  This  incident  became 
the  focal  point  for  the  general  protest  march  against 
dangerous  technology,  especially  nuclear  weapons 
and  nuclear  power. 

The  buzz  in  the  halls  of  Amager  University  where 
the  Forum  took  place  reminded  us  constantly  of 
the  positive  woman-energy  at  work  to  improve  the 
conditions  of  women  around  the  world.  Displays 
were  plentiful  and  announcements  by  the  dozens 
showed  up  each  day  for  new  workshops  not 
announced  in  the  Forum  ’80  Newspaper. 

The  Forum  ended  on  a festive  note  with  celebra- 
tions of  dance  and  music  by  women  from  many  cul- 
tures. Overall,  a creative,  rational  and  humane  femi- 
nist world  vision  emerged  which,  all  agreed,  must 
replace  the  current  obsolete  global  male-oriented, 
death-producing  policies. 

Canadian  Yearly  Meeting  Report 

by  Helen  Scheiber,  Edmonton  Monthly  Meeting 

Canadian  Yearly  Meeting,  1980,  set  new  goals  for 
Canadian  Friends  in  meeting  the  challenges  to  our 
faith  during  this  decade.  An  attendance  of  about 
200  of  all  ages,  representing  nearly  all  the  meetings, 
brought  a wide  range  of  concerns  to  be  shared  at 
David  Thompson  College  in  Nelson,  British  Colum- 
bia, Aug.  17-25.  Among  the  highlights  was  the  re- 


port of  Quaker  Mission  to  Iran  by  Gordon 
Hirabayashi  and  Jim  Prior  who  spent  the  last  fort- 
night of  1979  in  Teheran,  finding  the  people  sincer- 
ely supporting  the  students’  action  and  demand  for 
return  of  the  Shah  and  his  fortune;  now  they  feel 
the  hostages  are  their  only  insurance  against  mili- 
tary attack.  Members  agreed  with  the  recommenda- 
tion for  continued  negotiation  without  military  ac- 
tion as  the  only  way  toward  resolving  a dangerous 
international  situation. 

The  annual  Sunderland  P.  Gardner  lecture  was 
given  by  Adam  Curie,  “Preparations  for  Peace,” 
which  is  to  be  published.  He  participated  in  our 
discussion  of  “Conflict-resolution  within  meetings.” 
Hugh  Herbison  took  a group  to  Doukhobor  Histor- 
ical Village  near  Castlegar  where  their  people  ex- 
plained traditional  communal  life  with  morning 
worship  and  work -planning;  borscht,  fruit  tarts 
and  herbal  tea  were  served  in  their  restaurant. 

Later  their  representatives  met  with  Friends  to  dis- 
cuss our  Peace  Tax  proposal  to  our  government. 
Annie  Valentine,  a young  Friend  just  returned  to 
her  family  from  three  years  intensive  exploitation 
by  the  “Moon  cult,”  urged  protection  of  our  young 
people  through  closer  ties  among  them  in  alterna- 
tive life-styles  and  more  creative  service  opportuni- 
ties. A visitor,  Clair  Culhane,  explained  the  failure 
of  the  huge  prison  system  to  protect  our  acquisi- 
tive, defensive  society  and  the  necessity  for  com- 
munity-based alternative  treatment  with  restitution 
to  victims  and  steps  toward  return  of  offenders  to 
society.  In  response  to  reports  from  fourteen  inter- 
est-group meetings  several  decisions  were  made  dur- 
ing closing  session.  A call  to  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment, in  view  of  the  re-militarization  of  the  U.S., 
urged  changes  in  immigration  law  and  regulations 
so  draft  refugees  might  again  enter  Canada,  and  re- 
minded our  meetings  to  prepare  for  personal  assis- 
tance to  young  men  seeking  asylum  among  us. 

After  an  experience  of  deepening  fellowship,  we 
parted  with  expectation  of  gathering  again  Aug. 
17-23,  1981  at  Pickering  College,  Newmarket, 
Ontario. 
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Epistle 

To  Friends  Everywhere, 

Let  us  give  praise  to  the  Lord  and  Creator! 

We  have  been  observers  of  the  creation  of  the  world!  The  light  guided  us  even  through  the  darkness, 
as  some  of  our  Meetings  gathered  during  the  eruption  of  Mt.  St.  Helens,  to  join  spirits  and  witness  the 
event. 

As  we  drove  past  what  remains  of  the  volcanic  ash  and  arrived  at  St.  Martin’s  College,  we  wondered 
at  God’s  power  for  both  creation  and  destruction.  The  mountain  is  relatively  quiet  now  and  Friends’ 
thoughts  have  turned  to  our  Yearly  Meeting. 

When  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  was  formed  eight  years  ago,  there  were  only  a couple  of  Prepara- 
tive Meetings  and  several  Worship  Groups  under  the  care  of  established  Monthly  Meetings;  but  this 
year,  beside  hearing  from  eight  Monthly  Meetings,  we  heard  reports  from  five  Preparative  Meetings 
and  six  Worship  Groups.  We  learned  that  there  are,  in  addition,  eight  more  Worship  Groups  in  our  geo- 
graphic area.  The  growth  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  was  also  evident  from  the  large  number  of  first-time 
attenders,  bringing  a vibrance  to  our  annual  session. 

Our  interest  groups  have  considered  prayer,  music  as  a spiritual  experience,  Quaker  testimonies,  wild 
plants  as  friends,  gay  concerns,  current  problems  in  South  Africa,  Iran,  and  our  own  country,  including 
registration  for  the  draft  — illustrating  once  again  our  Quaker  diversity. 

Our  thoughts  have  been  with  our  children  through  programs  for  preschool  age,  grade  school  age  and 
Junior  Friends.  Their  presence  has  brought  the  Meeting  much  joy  and  vitality. 

As  our  Yearly  Meeting  matures  we  feel  closer  to  Friends’  organizations  throughout  the  world.  We  wel- 
comed representatives  from  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation,  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation,  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Quaker  United  Nations  Office  in  New  York,  Friends 
Coordinating  Committee  on  Peace,  and  visitors  from  other  Yearly  Meetings. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  Friends  in  Residence,  Niyonu  and  Dwight  Spann-Wilson  and  their  children  — 
to  her  for  “Music  as  a Spiritual  Experience,”  and  to  him  for  exhorting  us  to  share  our  spiritual  selves 
with  those  close  to  us,  especially  our  families.  He  left  us  with  the  thought,  “Anyone  who  is  always  liber- 
al or  always  conservative  is  a fraud.  The  truth  lies  sometimes  on  the  left,  and  sometimes  on  the  right, 
sometimes  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  but  usually  truth  is  above  it  all.” 

On  behalf  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 

Helen  Stritmatter,  Presiding  Clerk 


Summary  of  Minutes 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

The  eighth  annual  session  of  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  was  held  at  St.  Martin’s  College,  Lacey, 
Washington,  July  17-20. 

1 . Throughout  our  sessions  individual  Meetings 
and  Worship  Groups  gave  witness  of  their  lives: 

Salem  spoke  of  trying  and  sorrowful  times;  death, 
illness,  and  separation.  New  procedures  in  the  Meet- 
ing seem  to  give  it  strength.  A monthly  newsletter 
draws  together  their  scattered  membership;  singing 
before  worship  draws  them  together  and  prepares 
them  for  worship;  and  a monthly  worship  sharing 
group  gives  more  time  for  the  exchange  of  ideas. 

A strong  concern  to  support  C.O.’s  has  led  to  their 
receiving  statements  from  young  people  stating  the 
bases  of  their  objection  to  war,  which  are  filed  with 
the  Meeting  and  with  the  county  clerk. 


Bellingham  has  moved  from  a Worship  Group  to 
a Preparative  Meeting  under  the  care  of  University 
Meeting,  partly  because  of  the  encouragement  of 
Ben  and  Madge  Seaver,  last  year’s  Brinton  visitors, 
who  also  suggested  they  set  up  a First  Day  School. 
The  planning  for  this  and  selecting  materials  are 
taking  much  time  and  thought,  and  giving  much 
frustration. 

Corvallis  has  had  a stretching,  growing  year,  with 
more  younger  attenders  active.  The  birth  of  a child, 
the  birthday  of  a long  time  older  member,  and  a 
marriage  have  deepened  the  life  of  the  Meeting.  The 
relationship  with  Siuslaw  Worship  Group,  now  under 
their  care,  has  been  enriching  and  challenging. 

And  now  in  process  is  movement  toward  a caring 
relationship  with  Firbank  Farm  School,  soon  to  be- 
come a reality  in  Deadwood.  Members  are  learning 
the  meaning  of  the  term  “under  the  care  of’  as  their 
Meeting  life  progresses. 
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Personal  need  on  the  part  of  some  members  of 
Eastside  Meeting  has  brought  a deepening  sense  of 
closeness  and  of  “gathering  about  our  own.”  The 
new  addition  to  the  building  brings  joy  because  of 
the  increased  space  and  accessability  to  wheelchairs 
and  trepidation  because  of  the  high  cost.  The  Meet- 
ing looks  for  ways  to  support  its  young  men  faced 
with  registration. 

Everett  Worship  Group , with  four  families  meeting 
bi-weekly,  has  involvement  with  larger  Friends’  or- 
ganizations with  a liaison  with  AFSC  and  FCNL, 
with  a young  person  the  clerk  of  Yearly  Meeting 
Junior  Friends,  and  a member  in  charge  of  the 
children’s  program  here  at  Yearly  Meeting. 

Eugene  compared  itself  to  a tree,  rooted  in  silence, 
branching  out  to  others,  branches  ready  for  the 
children  who  wish  to  settle  there.  Stronger  bonds 
with  Umpqua  and  Rogue  Valley  groups  have  grown 
this  year.  The  administration  of  a memorial  fund 
has  given  recognition  to  a life  of  concern  for  others. 

Multnomah  Meeting  speaks  of  an  underlying  call 
and  effort  to  listen,  “both  to  ourselves  and  to  one 
another  and  to  the  Spirit.”  They  have  opened  them- 
selves to  assessing  their  resources,  and  have  agreed 
to  sponsor  a refugee  family.  They  are  aware  of  indi- 
vidual concerns  — an  opportunity  for  travel  in  the 
ministry  with  FWCC,  an  imprisonment  for  civil  dis- 
obedience in  opposition  to  nuclear  power,  a personal 
opposition  to  the  AFSC’s  Southern  Africa  program. 
This  diversity  challenges  their  unity,  and  they  are 
called  to  lay  claim  to  their  hearts  and  respond. 

Rogue  Valley  Preparative  Meeting  asks  if  we  are 
letting  God  come  directly  into  our  lives,  or  are  we 
asking  for  needs  assessments  and  environmental  im- 
pact statements.  Rogue  Valley  has  moved  from  a 
Worship  Group  to  a Preparative  Meeting  under  the 
care  of  Eugene  Meeting.  They  meet  monthly  for 
worship,  pot  luck,  and  business  and  hold  semi- 
monthly discussions.  A peace  and  social  concerns 
committee  has  been  formed  in  response  to  the  regis- 
tration issue  and  the  increased  militarism  of  the  pre- 
sent administration. 

Yakima  Preparative  Meeting  members  are  like  the 
plant  life  of  the  desert  — frail  and  scattered,  but 
very  hardy.  The  children  of  the  Meeting  have  found 
a unity;  their  delight  has  carried  over  to  the  adult 
members.  Individuals  in  the  Meeting  have  been  in- 
strumental in  establishing  a Memorial  Society  for 
simple  funerals  and  an  Amnesty  International 
chapter. 

San  Juan  Worship  Group  meets  in  each  others’ 
homes,  and  holds  monthly  First  Day  School  and  dis- 
cussion. A storm  between  members  has  subsided 


and  the  group  looks  forward  to  a deepening  of  their 
spiritual  journey  together. 

Mid-Columbia  Preparative  Meeting  strives  for  a 
stronger  sense  of  community  and  seeks  ways  to 
deepen  the  meaning  of  participation  in  Meeting. 

They  look  toward  greater  involvement  of  the  child- 
ren in  dialogues  and  discussions.  They  look  forward 
to  a year  of  maturation  within  the  Meeting  as  they 
attempt  to  nurture  the  Meeting’s  growth  as  a com- 
munity of  sharing,  caring  Friends. 

Olympia  has  been  a Monthly  Meeting  for  a little 
over  a year,  holding  potluck  breakfast  and  Meeting 
for  Worship  in  members’  homes  on  the  1st,  3rd,  and 
5th  Sundays  with  Meeting  for  Worship  on  the  2nd 
and  4th  Sundays  at  the  Y.W.C.A.  Attendance 
fluctuates  with  the  school  year,  but  actual  member- 
ship is  slowly  increasing.  Two  members  participated 
in  the  three  month  “Walk  for  Survival,”  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  community  visited  her  home  in  Korea. 
Although  a casual  group,  they  manage  to  take  up 
things  in  good  order. 

As  member  Meetings  continued  their  sharing 
with  us,  University  spoke  of  sharing  the  last  days  of 
a beloved  Friend,  and  how  the  weavings  of  life  and 
death  throughout  the  year  had  culminated  in  a 
“Baby  Sunday.”  University  Meeting  begins  another 

year  expecting  new  members;  expecting  more 
babies;  expecting  God. 

Tacoma  Meeting  thanked  the  Yearly  Meeting  for 
the  opportunity  to  reorganize  and  revitalize  its 
ranks.  The  Meeting  now  enters  a new  period  which 
they  expect  to  be  a productive  one  intellectually, 
spiritually,  and  in  human  interaction. 

Pullman-Moscow  Preparative  Meeting  spoke  of 
growing  pains,  and  birth  and  death.  The  hosting  of 
Quarterly  Meeting  brought  self  assurance.  They  talk 
of  asking  to  become  a Monthly  Meeting.  The  desire 
to  give  support  to  Walla  Walla  Worship  Group  and 
to  increase  contact  with  Sandpoint  and  Spokane 
Friends  points  up  the  need  for  a focal  point  east  of 
the  mountains.  Not  sure  if  they  are  yet  ready,  they 
are  confident  that  way  will  open. 

Umpqua  Valley  Worship  Group  attendance  varies 
from  3 to  25.  They  are  searching  for  a children’s 
program  that  will  work  for  their  group.  The  group 
seems  to  need  more  depth  in  their  relationships, 
more  willingness  to  open  their  spirits  to  each  other. 
Those  at  NPYM  sessions  return  home  with  a renewed 
sense  of  the  importance  of  knowing  and  trusting 
each  other  in  the  place  where  they  are  one. 

Mountain  View  Worship  Group  meets  monthly 
for  meeting  for  worship,  and  has  additional  gather- 
ings in  the  widely  separated  homes  of  its  members. 

(Continued  on  page  54) 
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(Summary,  Minutes  NPYM:  Cont.  from  page  53) 

They  expect  a new  spiritual  vitality  as  a result  of  the 
attendance  of  six  of  them  at  this  Yearly  Meeting. 

Siuslaw  Worship  Group,  formerly  called  Deadwood 
Worship  Group,  felt  the  need  to  assume  the  new 
name  because  their  membership  now  includes  fami- 
lies from  cities  other  than  Deadwood  in  the  Siuslaw 
River  Valley.  They  are  exploring  requesting  Prepara- 
tive Meeting  status,  and  are  experiencing  a caring 
relationship  with  Corvallis  Friends  as  they  pursue 
this.  They  are  growing  in  numbers,  in  spiritual  di- 
versity, and  in  depth. 

Walla  Walla  Friends  began  meeting  again  this  year, 
not  having  met  for  two  years.  Members  of  the  group 
have  had  a Friendly  impact  on  the  Walla  Walla  com- 
munity, having  formed  a Committee  on  Alternatives 
to  War  which  gave  Walla  Walla  its  first  draft  counse- 
ling service,  made  statements  on  radio  and  televi- 
sion, set  up  draft  information  tables,  and  presented 
a draft  workshop  resulting  in  the  training  of  1 5 
draft  counselors  and  front  page  newspaper  coverage. 
A seminar  on  alternatives  to  war  is  planned  for  the 
fall.  The  group  is  exploring  with  Eastside  Meeting 
the  possibility  of  becoming  a Preparative  Meeting 
under  their  care. 

2.  The  clerk  told  the  gathering  a little  of  Dwight 
and  Niyonu  Spann-Wilson’s  background.  Dwight 
is  Executive  Secretary  of  Friends  General  Confer- 
ence. Niyonu  studied  vocal  performance  at  Oberlin 
Conservatory,  and  is  interested  in  ministry  through 
song.  Their  theme  for  the  evening  was  “The  Essence 
of  Meeting  for  Worship.”  (For  full  text  see  Friends 
Bulletin,  October,  1980.) 

3.  Rose  Lewis,  a NPYM  representative  to  FWCC, 
introduced  Val  Ferguson,  Associate  Secretary  of 
FWCC,  London  Office,  who  hopes  she  is  traveling 
in  the  spirit  of  Barnabas,  who  “went  and  saw  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  was  at  work,  and  rejoiced.”  She 
read  briefly  from  a number  of  Epistles,  quotes  ex- 
pressing the  closeness  of  the  spirit  of  Friends  from 
all  over  the  world.  She  spoke  of  FWCC  as  trying 
to  help  Friends  gain  a loving  understanding  of  their 
diversity  while  they  search  together. 

She  stressed  that  Yearly  Meetings  should  have  a 
sense  of  possession  of  FWCC.  It  is  our  committee. 

It  wants  to  hear  what  Yearly  Meetings  are  saying, 
and  to  share  with  Meetings  what  other  Yearly  Meet- 
ings are  saying. 

When  we  are  aware  of  our  own  local  problems  and 
concerns  we  should  be  aware  that  other  Meetings 
have  their  local  problems  and  concerns.  She  men- 
tioned a group  of  Chinese  Friends,  visited  after 


many  years  without  contact.  They  said,  “and  of 
course,  we  prayed  for  you  every  day.” 

How  many  of  us,  she  wondered,  had  prayed  for 
them  every  day? 

4.  Margaret  Jump,  clerk  of  the  NPYM  Discipline 
Committee,  described  our  progress  toward  the  publi- 
cation of  our  own  discipline.  Now  in  print  is  the 
“Draft  Section  Handbook  of  Organization  and  Pro- 
cedure”, describing  Yearly  Meeting  organization  and 
officers,  committee  structure  and  representatives 

to  affiliated  Friends  organizations. 

The  “good  order  of  Friends”  is  a set  of  guidelines. 
It  helps  us  avoid  “goofs”,  but  it  is  not  guaranteed 
to  do  so.  Not  rules  laid  down  by  a group  of  weighty 
Friends,  it  is  a result  of  both  individual  and  corpor- 
ate experience  and  searching.  It  is  a changing,  on- 
going process. 

The  Discipline  Committee  is  presently  concerning 
themselves  with  defining  the  relationships  between 
Worship  Groups,  Preparative  Meetings,  and  Monthly 
Meetings.  Three  members  of  the  committee  pre- 
sented three  different  views. 

Joe  Snyder  listed  the  5 Preparative  Meetings  and 
15  Worship  Groups  in  our  Yearly  Meeting.  The 
closest  Preparative  Meeting  — Monthly  Meeting  pair 
is  Bellingham  - University  Meeting,  90  miles  apart. 

John  Lockwood  presented  the  view  from  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Monthly  Meeting.  The  main  function 
of  a Meeting  taking  a Preparative  Meeting  or  Wor- 
ship Group  under  its  care  is  to  give  the  group  the 
assurance  and  strength  it  needs  to  move  toward 
Monthly  Meeting  status.  Many  groups  are  intimi- 
dated by  the  size  and  complexity  of  the  larger 
Monthly  Meetings.  They  feel  that  they  will  lose  a 
sense  of  community  which  formed  the  base  of  their 
Worship  Group.  The  Monthly  Meeting  can  encourage 
them  to  find  a form  that  suits  their  size,  which  is 
often  small,  and  their  style,  which  is  often  informal. 
The  Worship  Group  itself  should  be  part  of  the  crea- 
tive process  being  guided  by  the  Spirit,  not  the  let- 
ter, of  the  law. 

5.  The  clerk  introduced  Dan  Clark,  Walla  Walla 
Worship  Group,  who  presented  the  following 
minute. 

“The  gathering  of  Friends  east  of  the  Cascades 
wishes  to  inform  the  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing of  the  needs  of  its  members  for  greater 
visitation  and  support  from  established  Friends 
and  for  additional  avenues  of  membership 
for  unaffiliated  Friends.  The  gathering  formally 
requests  that  the  NPYM  recognize  these  needs, 
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inform  its  members  of  them,  and  establish  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  such 
needs.  We  further  request  that  such  commit- 
tee be  filled  by  Friends  who  carry  these  con- 
cerns, who  should  study  and  make  further  re- 
quests to  the  Yearly  Meeting  and  other  Meet- 
ings for  any  funding  or  additions  to  the 
Discipline  felt  necessary  for  these  purposes.” 

This  minute  will  be  referred  to  the  Steering 
Committee. 

6.  The  1980  Epistle  of  NPYM  was  read  by  Dan 
Martin.  After  a number  of  responses  and  reactions 
from  the  floor,  the  Epistle  was  approved. 

7.  Barbara  Washburn,  NPYM  registrar,  presented 
registrars’  report.  It  showed  a total  of  334  people 
attending,  165  in  dorms,  152  camping,  and  17  who 
live  in  the  area.  The  almost  17%  increase  over  last 
year’s  285  is  almost  all  among  campers.  There  are 
54  children,  28  Junior  Friends,  and  252  adults. 

8.  Greg  Berleman  of  the  West  Coast  Gathering 
Committee,  reported  that  the  Committee  feels 
there  is  sufficient  interest  in  a gathering  of  all 
western  Friends  going  ahead  with  planning,  so  they 
are  tentatively  beginning  plans  for  a gathering  in 
Southern  Oregon  during  the  summer  of  1981 . 

9.  Helen  Stritmatter,  clerk  of  these  sessions,  then 
read  the  NPYM  1980  closing  minute:  “We  adjourn 
the  eighth  annual  session  of  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  with  appreciation  to  all  who  worked  to 
make  it  happen,  including  people  here  at  St. 

Martin’s  College,  and  to  all  who  came,  and  helped, 
and  participated.  The  ninth  Annual  Session  will  be 
held  at  Judson  Baptist  College  in  the  Dalles,  Oregon, 
July  16  to  19,  1981,  or,  possibly,  depending  upon 
the  results  of  our  survey,  July  15  to  19. 


Announcements 

Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee,  PYM, 
Pamphlet  Available 

The  1974  edition  of  the  Ministry  and  Oversight 
pamphlet,  When  Death  Comes  to  the  Meeting,  has 
been  exhausted  and  a new  edition  is  now  available. 
This  pamphlet  has  a stiffer  cover  than  the  old  one 
and  is  more  easily  stored.  The  pamphlet  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  AFSC  book-stores  in  Pasadena  and 
San  Francisco  for  $1 .00  plus  tax  or  in  lots  of  5 or 
more  at  $.90  plus  tax.  It  is  urged  that  all  meetings 
have  a supply  on  hand  as  they  have  both  a practi- 
cal and  a religious  content. 

“Nurturing  the  Soul  Through  Relationship” 

The  West  Coast  Quaker  Association  on  Religion 
and  Psychology  announces  its  sixth  annual  confer- 
ence to  be  held  February  13-16,  1981,  at  Quaker 
Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA.  This  year’s  theme  will 
be  “Nurturing  the  Soul  Through  Relationship,” 
and  our  leader  will  be  Christine  Downing,  head  of 
the  Department  of  Religious  Studies,  San  Diego 
State  University  and  a teacher  in  the  California 
School  of  Professional  Psychology.  Her  subject 
areas  include  myth  and  fairy  tale,  religion  and  lit- 
erature, world  religions,  Hebrew  scriptures,  as  well 
as  a range  of  psychological  studies.  Chris  Downing 
is  the  mother  of  five  grown  children  and  has  had  a 
long  association  with  the  Haverford  Conference  on 
Religion  and  Psychology.  Her  writings  have  appeared 
in  Inward  Light  and  she  is  currently  at  work  on  a 
book,  tentatively  titled  The  Goddess  Papers. 

Limited  scholarship  aid  is  available  through 
WCARP.  Apply  early  to  Betty  Parker,  registrar, 

3020  Alabama  St.,  La  Crescenta,  CA  91214. 

Some  monthly  meetings  may  also  be  able  to  pro- 
vide assistance. 


Salem  Meeting  Friend  Garden  Award  Finalist 

Mildred  Cowger,  Salem  Meeting  (Oregon),  is  one  of 
six  finalists  in  a national  Victory  Garden  Contest.  On 
October  1 1 , Mildred,  who  raises  all  the  vegetables 
needed  for  a very  large  family,  was  interviewed  on 
an  Educational  Network  TV  program. 

Friends  from  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  re- 
call that  Mildred  Cowger  was  responsible  for  the 
wholesome  food  served  at  Yearly  Meeting  two  years 
ago  at  Camp  Adams. 


Grace  Myers,  Santa  Monica  Meeting 
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(Announcements:  Cont.  from  page  55) 

The  many  friends  of  Ellis  Jump  will  be  cheered 
to  know  that  he  is  recuperating  steadily  following 
emergency  open-heart  surgery  in  Medford,  Oregon. 
He  hopes  to  be  home  in  Portland  before  the  end  of 
October.  His  wife  Meg  writes:  “Friends  have  been 
WONDERFUL!  Eve  come  to  know,  in  a new  way, 
the  meaning  of  ‘the  Everlasting  Arms.’  ” 

Editor’s  Call  for  Journal  Excerpts  and 
Articles  by  Friends  Involved  in  the 
Wholistic  Movement 

Friends  Bulletin  wishes  to  receive  from 
those  Friends  who  carry  on  the  tradition  of 
Journal  writing  any  excerpts  which  would  con- 
tribute to  our  knowing  one  another  in  many 
dimensions  — spiritual,  vocational,  concerned 
actions,  relationships,  life  in  our  Meetings, 
leadings  we  are  following,  and  our  creative 
experiences.  The  drawings  and  poetry  of 
Journals  should  also  be  included. 

Following  a suggestion  from  a Friend  at 
PYM,  we  are  also  urging  those  Friends  involved 
in  the  Wholistic  Movement,  in  whatever  pro- 
fession, to  share  their  experiences  and  philo- 
sophy with  us.  What  are  the  relationships 
between  Quakers  and  wholistic  perspectives? 

All  submissions  need  to  be  mailed  to  the 
Friends  Bulletin  office  (address  on  the  mast- 
head) on  or  before  February  1 , 1981. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births:  Elias  Marshall , son  of  Nancy  Hicks  Marshall 
and  Vance  Marshall , Phoenix  (AZ)  Meeting , was 
born  on  July  25,  1980. 

Miriam  Hodge  Greenberg , daughter  of  Sue 
Hodge , Westwood  Meeting , was  born  on 
September  15. 

Jane  Meek  Lange , daughter  of  Eugenia  and 
Kenneth  Lange,  Westwood  Meeting,  was  born  on 
September  23,  1980. 

New  Preparative  Meeting  in 
Walla  Walla,  Washington 

Walla  Walla  Friends  Meeting  became  a Preparative 
Meeting  under  the  care  of  Eastside  Monthly  Meet- 
ing of  Bellevue,  Washington,  on  October  9,  1980. 
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Its  Clerk,  Daniel  Clark,  has  received  a travel  minute 
to  Friends  Meetings  in  Central  America  to  explore 
the  possibilities  of  establishing  a direct  and  continu- 
ing relationship  between  Walla  Walla  Meeting  and 
the  broader  Walla  Walla  community  with  a Friends 
Meeting  and  community  in  Central  America. 

Calendar 
November,  1980 

14-16  EXPLORING  NATURE  - A weekend 
for  children  and  adults  at  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center,  coordinators:  Betty 
Barnhart  and  Maggie  Reynolds.  For  re- 
gistration information  call  or  write  Dee 
Steele,  Registrar,  Quaker  Center,  Box 
686,  Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005,  phone: 
(408)336-8333. 

December,  1980 

12-14  SINGLE  AGAIN:  HEALING  FROM  , 
SEPARATION,  a workshop  for  widowed, 
divorced,  and  separated.  Leader:  Leila 
Whitcombe,  therapist.  Registration  dead- 
line is  Oct.  30.  Registration  informa- 
tion same  as  above. 

21  PEACE  VIGIL  - at  1 : 30  pm,  Oxford 

and  University  Sts.,  Berkeley  Friends 
Meeting’s  witness  against  UC  involve- 
ment in  nuclear  weapons.  Vigils  are 
held  each  Thursday  and  Sunday. 


